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Fireman 1st Class Charles Thompson to be laid to rest Saturday
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For an entire nation, it is a day that will live in infamy, shaking the country and the world to its very core.

And for at least one local family, it was also the day that marked the loss of a beloved son and brother, just on the cusp of adulthood.

Nearly 80 years after leaving his family to serve his country as a sailor in the U.S. Navy, a Weaubleau man will return to his final resting place and receive long-awaited hometown honors.

Navy Fireman 1st Class Charles W. Thompson, 19, will be memorialized at 9 a.m. Saturday, June 17, at Hathaway-Peterman Chapel, Wheatland. Burial with full military honors will follow at Fairview-Butcher Cemetery, Weaubleau.

The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency announced this week it had accounted for Thompson,  a previously unidentified fallen sailor.

According to a Department of Defense news release, Thompson was assigned to the USS Oklahoma, moored at Ford Island, Pearl Harbor, when the ship was attacked on Dec. 7, 1941, by Japanese aircraft. The USS Oklahoma sustained multiple torpedo hits, causing it to quickly capsize. The attack on the ship resulted in the deaths of 429 crewmen, including Thompson.

From December 1941 to June 1944, Navy personnel recovered the remains of the crew, which were subsequently interred in the Halawa and Nu'uanu Cemeteries, the DOD release said.

In September 1947, tasked with recovering and identifying fallen U.S. personnel in the Pacific theater, members of the American Graves Registration Service disinterred the remains of U.S. casualties from the two cemeteries and transferred them to the Central Identification Laboratory at Schofield Barracks.

The release said the laboratory staff was only able to confirm the identities of 35 men from the USS Oklahoma at that time. The AGRS subsequently buried the unidentified sailors in 46 plots at the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific, known as the Punchbowl, in Honolulu.

In October 1949, a military board classified those who could not be identified, including Thompson, as non-recoverable, the release said.

In April 2015, the Deputy Secretary of Defense issued a policy memorandum directing the disinterment of unidentified sailors associated with the USS Oklahoma.

On June 15, 2015, DPAA personnel began exhuming the remains from the NMCP for analysis.

To identify Thompson's remains, scientists from DPAA and the Armed Forces Medical Examiner System used mitochondrial DNA analysis, which matched two nephews, Durl Boswell and Richard Boswell, and a niece, Corinne Bubier-Johnson, who are his closest living relatives. They are the children of the late John and Ruby (Thompson) Boswell. Ruby was a sister to Thompson, according to his obituary.

Scientists also used circumstantial evidence and laboratory analysis, including dental comparisons.

Of the 16 million Americans who served in WWII, more than 400,000 died during the war. Currently, there are 73,057 service members still unaccounted for from WWII, the DOD release said.

About Thompson

According to his obituary, Charles William Thompson was born Dec. 25, 1921, the son of Claude C. and Rosa Ana (Selvidge) Thompson. His mother passed away when he was three years of age. He then lived with an aunt and uncle, Mr. and Mrs. Charley Selvidge, who raised him as a son.

Thompson graduated from the Weaubleau High School in 1939. He completed two terms at the Springfield Teachers College in Springfield before enlisting in the U.S. Navy in January 1940, his obituary said.

 

After completion of his training at the Grand Lakes Naval Training Center in Illinois, Thompson was assigned to the USS Oklahoma. Thompson and 428 other crewmen on the USS Oklahoma were killed. All were posthumously awarded the Purple Heart.

 

At the time of his death, Charles had achieved the rank of Fireman First Class. In letters to his family and friends, he indicated that he loved his job and enjoyed being in the Navy, his obituary said.
